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Culture in Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart

Dr. Shweta Sood

Contract Teacher

Department of English

K.J.Somaiya Sanskrit Vidyapcetham
Vidyavihar, Mumbai-77

one of the challenges of the fiction genre, and of the frequent criticism
cainst it, is the manner in which history, people and place are integrated
aarrative. Chinua Achebe in Things Fall Apart has depicted at great
Igbo society in the 1880s before the arrival of White man in Nigeria.
While Achebe’s literary intentions in. Things Fall Apart were probably noble, his

vement, in the eyes of many critics, falls short of the mark (Quayson 117).
- resenting some beliefs, rituals, and characteristics of the community about
zﬁicph Le writes, Achebe leaves 9ut other important details about Igbo culture,
roviding the readers only a partial view and understanding of the tribe and its
rre. Thus, the reader sees that although history and narrative can be

Jodged @
into the 1

]ength the

cul ) ) ) . . o .
complementary — since history itself is a narrative, and it is certainly not

objective (Gikandi 3) — the relationship between the two also poses some specific
problems for the writer as well as the reader of fiction.

Achebe wanted to write a novel to depict the African culture in an
sccurate manner. He did not like the “distorted portrayals of Africa in European
novels,” especially in Joyce Cory’s Mister Johnson (Things Fall Apart,
Literature 360). As a child Achebe spoke the Ibo language, but he was raised in a
Christian home (Things Fall Apart, Literature 360). Because he did not
participate in the native Ibo traditions, he “picked up here and there (on the Ibo
ways). There was no research in the library” (Things Fall Apart, Literature 364).
Achebe used the knowledge he gained to “weave together history and fiction”
(Things Fall Apart,Novels 263) into a novel that he believes accurately depict
Ibo life before and after the arrival of the Christian Missionaries (Killam 19).

In the novel Things Fall Apartthe society depicted is highly traditional
and orthodox. In the traditional Igbo tribe, the government is democratic.

332
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one’s social position(7Things Fall Apart,Novels 279). The societ .
democratic is depicted well by the example of Okonkwo and U;mk'l ?;,hbcmg a
a drunkard and idler Unoka who is known for being a failure ang (h" by L OF
debts (Achebe 5), Okonkwoearned great name and fame in the n(il: mg'many
surrounding Umuofia by dint of his own hard work ang achievementg " Vilages
The Igbos attached much importance to personal achie\;;:mentg and

S an

hereditary succession to titles. Some of them managed to acquire prestigi
: : stigious
at men and chiefs. Titled chiefs formeq

titles in order to be acknowledged as gre
I communities. Titles cost money and

their own councils and represented thei
only men with exceptional abilities and good fortune managed to buy all coveteq
e

titles. The higher titles demanded the payment of expensive initiation fees
accompanied by elaborate feasting and dancing. A man who failed to progreé;
beyond the junior most title was a man without status in the eyes of the people

Whatever his age, he was looked upon as a boy and asked to run errands.
Matters affecting the clan were discussed in the meeting of elders with

the assistance of the adult membersof the clan as the Igbos lived in autonomous
villages and towns. The key unit of agricultural production was the household
The size of the household was crucial in providing farm labour. This led to the

practice of polygamy. A farmer took many wives in order to have a number of
children to help him in farm work. The first wife was the head woman of the

household while the junior wives enjoyed their own rights and privileges. The
head of the household lived in an Obi and his wives lived in their own separate
huts with their children. They cooked for themselves and grew their own crops,
which they sold in the market and kept the profit to themselves. If a wife was
unhappy with her husband, she was free to leave him.

The novel, Things Fall Apart is, at its heart, a novel about a rapidly
changing culture. Winds of change began to blow with the advent of White man
and the Missionaries converting people to Christianity in large numbers. The
invasion of the colonizing force is changing or threatening to change almost
every aspect of their society: religion, family structure, role of genders, rcl.ations.
and trade, to name just a few. The women who were typically circumscrl.bc.d to
the home and who possessed little decision-making power prior to colonialism,
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Scanned with CamScanner



wd denly find themse.lves as'aclive managers of ifpotant soci
S les they play m the field of trade as well ar: inant:1 social exchanges in
crOpStllat takes place n the market. Chinua AchcbeL depi tC pmdu.cmm of the
_po culture e result of tl_‘e arrival of the White man Br::lc s Chénge i
casy introdUCtlon Of Tle\\’ sdess Hom U CuisiiEs tilc ncatUSC of the quick and
egins © shift, bringing larger cultural implicatior;s To ilure 0-f gender fOS
e of the rapid cultural changes that take place in { 555 'S ustrate an example.
(erms of the harvesting of crops. While they still do not harojlett}’ is apBarem in
crop” (Acheb€ 22),and symbol of “manliness...and greatne::(ga:lz a man 3
«eoCO-yams: beans and cassava’ (Achebe 22) become increasin lC ?me 35). "
the 1gb0 and their trade, despite men’s clinging to the yam fsyan Px):n a:tt .
SymbOI of the Igbo culture. With their expertise in trading, women come i: Zirﬁ
contact with foreigners than did the men. As a result of this they asserted their
ideas and opinions to the powerful male elders and had thus stronger influence in

i

society.
In the novel we S€€ that for the men such a transition epitomized a

chiefprotagonist Okonkwo, for instance, reflected on the
d remarked that the White man “has put a knife on the

things that held us together and we have fallen apart” (Achebe 124-25).

Besides,women’s growing power, conferred upon them through their Status

ired in trading, defied the historical notions of gender relations. This 13
ds of Achebe: “No matter how prosperous a man was, if he

women and his children (and especially his women),he

hebe 45). Thus women de which 1s 2
t only changed gender dynamics and family
pts and beliefs on which Igbo culture ¥ as

particular threat. The
colonial enterprise an

evident in the wor
was unable to rule his
was not really a man”(AC
vital aspect of Igbo society, nO
relations but also the Very conce
founded.

Another way throughwhic
through language. Robert Bennetl;
California, states the following in his essay:

By introducing numerous African terms througho
develops a hybrid language that mixes [gbo and English words. W :
the words may be confusing at first, by the end of the novel the reader leart

'g role in the tra

picts the culture of 1gbe tribe 13
the University of

h Chinua Achebe de
a doctoral fellow at

he [.-\chcbc]

ut the novel,
Jhile some of

18 o
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recognise many basic Igbo words like Chi (fate or PC‘?O"@ goflt), Otfl)i (hut), anq
osu(outcast) (Things Fall Apart, Novels 278). AChC.bC fnwl[f)‘orla ©8 the everyday
words of the Igbo tribe into the novel. At th.e b.cgmnmg of the novel, Achepg
talks about the elders and refers to them as 11d1F:lale (Achf:be 1_2)- Af‘t‘CF OI.(OnkWO
beats his wife during the Week of Peace, the. v-lllagers will think 9F nothing else
but the nso-ani the glossary defines as “a religious offence of a kind abhor'red by
everyone” which Okonkwo has committed (Achebe 31). Achebe pr0v1de-s' a
glossary at the end of Things Fall Apart for the reader to look up any unfamiliar
Igbo words that are used in the novel. ' N o

Before the Christians arrive in Nigeria, the Igbo traditional religion is 3
part of the culture that is highly valued. The Igbos believed that one must have
faith in one’s ancestors to be blessed with good health, goodluck and many
children. Every member of the clan was aware of the ill consequences if he
violated the rules of conduct as established in the religious scriptures. Besides,
the Igbo people believed in the worship of the smaller gods who, according to
them, controlled everything. In fact, there was a hierarchy of gods that ranged
from Chukwu to one’s Chi, or personal god (Things Fall Apart, Literature 360).
They believed that a person’s Chi followed him throughout his life and could
either be benevolent or malevolent. But the Igbos believed that no matter how
good a person’s Chi, he could achieve success only if he worked hard and led an
upright life. They emphasized the importance of hard work in the saying, “If a
person says ‘yes’, that person’s Chi says ‘yes’ also” (Achebe 27). Every man had
an obi (hut) that he devoted to his Chi. The obi would store his Chi's
shrines(Things Fall Apart, Novels 272).

Oracles were the religious shrines that discharged both judicial and
messenger functions from dead relatives and passed them on to the living beings.
If an individual felt wrongfully accused of a crime, he might take the matter to an
Oracles who might exonerate him or confirm the guilt. Chielo was the chief
priestess of the Oracle of the Hills and the Caves. To disobey the words of the
chief priestess was to disobey the Oracle.

Chukwu was the one supreme power governing the world. There were
special shrines built for his worship. One of the chief deity that the Igbo people
worship is the carth goddess, Ani. She js the “source of all fertility” (Achebe
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36).01<onkwo commits three crimes against the carth goddess. Beating his wife
during the Week of Peace is the first crime he commits (Killam 23), The Igho

people observe a Week of Peace before cach planting season “to honour our
great goddess of the earth without whose blessing our crops will not grow”
(Achebe 30). The second crime against the carth that Okonkwo commits is
killing of Tkemefuna, his “adopted” son that was given to Umuofia as a peace
offering from another village (Killam 23). Okonkwo does notlisten to the Oracle
of the Hills and Caves when she says that Okonkwo is to have nothing to do with
the murder (Achebe 57-61). The last crime that Okonkwo commits against the
earth goddess is the accidental killing of Ezendu’s sixteen year old son. At
Ezendu’s funeral, “Okonkwo’s gun had exploded and a piece of iron had pierced
the boy’s heart” (Achebe 124). He was exiled for seven years for killing a
clansman of his and he had to start life afresh in Mbanta, where he was helped by
uncle Uchendu in buying farms and setting up his household. After initial
setbacks, Okonkwo prospered there also.

The advent of White man and the Missionaries in the life of Igbo people
proves 1o be a watershed moment in their history and culture. The
Missionariesstraightforwardly told the innocent Igbo people Fha.t th.ey
worshipped false gods which were made of wood and stone. The Missionaries
won the support of the outcasts of Umuofia first be.ca%use these are the people
who do not benefit from the traditional Igbo religion. They won an easy
supportbytellingthe tribe members that the godsthey ?urrently w'ofrs:lnp are \?:rtt
real. If the gods do not exist then how would they punish the Ibo it they con

‘stianity (Things Fall Apart, Novels 272)? People develop more anq more

ol Clstianity | 8 soft on their traditional

respect for Christianity because of Mr. Brown, who was N i

faith. He was friendly with several clan Jeaders and tal.ked to t Zn; 01R e\teren:j

issues. Trouble starts when Mr. Brown gets sick and he; .1s replac‘e . y ool BF

James Smith. Reverend Smith is intolerable of the traditional religious be et of

' between the newly converted Christians

the Ibo and causes much cont.roversy . Thins Fall ApartLiteraire
and the followers of the traditional 1gbo religion (Thing:

362-63). .

The growing tension b.etween 'thc o I'Ch?():o\:ibdcrcd a s
suicide. One of the Christians kills a python, who 1s €

leads to Okonkwo s

cred spirit by
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e Tabo people (Killam 24). Another Christian :dt som‘e other time algo revealg
he true identity of one of the ch\fugwu. Thc" feclmgs of Igbo people get hurt and
this leads to the villagers burning a Clms.tlan church. A few of the elders
including Okonkwo arc imprisoned for the cn:u.ne and have t‘o pay a fine, ( Things
Fall Apart, Literature 364). They are humiliated and thcn.r.hc':ads are shave,
Okonkwo was choked with hatred. In a fit of anger and hu.ml‘llatlon, he killed the
messenger of White man who is set by the District Commissioner (Achebe 204),
Okonkwo could not live down the disgrace and he committed suicide by hanging
himself from a tree. Since suicide was considered a crime agaist the Earth, ng
one touched his dead body and he was not given a proper burial. The villagers
paid the District Commissioner’s men to bring his body down from the tree ang
bury it. As his friend Obierika said: “That man was one of the greatest men ip
Umuofia. You drove him to kill himself; now he will be buried like a dog....” By
killing himself Okonkwo commits another abomination against the earth goddess
(Achebe 207).

Thus we can say Chinua Achebe makes a good effort to describe the Igbo
culture with the help of a number of different traits which form an eminent part
of society viz. language, social structure, religious beliefs and the system of the
government. The novel offers a good reading in the depiction of detail like how
“the character of the community — its values, freedoms, and social political

organization — has been substantially and irrevocably altered” as a result of the
Christians moving into the Ibo land in Nigeria (Killam 20).
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JAVA APPLETS
Vaishali Nivadunge

Define: Java is a high level programming language originally developed by the Sun
Microsystems and released in 1995. In 1991, a group of parameters led by
James Gosling and Patrick Naughton developed a language named “Oak” at the
Sun Microsystems. This language was designed to be simple and platform
independent. In 1995, this language was renamed as 'TAVA'. Since 1996, both
microsoft and Netscape have supported Java in their browsers. Java programs are
compiled into machine instructions that can be understood and executed by an
idealized CPU. Such a CPU is called JAVA VIRTUAL MACHINE (JVM). A
java program is first complied into the machine code that is understood by JVM.
Java is an easy language which is currently very popular due to its three distinct
features : object oriented nature, platform independence and security.

Features of Java: There are some important features of java like Simple, Object-
oriented platform Independent, Secured, Robust, Architecture neutral, Portable,
Dynamic, Interpreted High performance, Multithreaded and Distributed. For a
comprehensive study of java, there is a need applets play in java. Applets are
small java applications that can be accessed on an internet server, transported
over internet and can be automatically installed and run as a part of a web
document. “A large of internet is organized a world wide web (WWW), which is
an information retrieval system. The system users Hypertext Markup Language
(HTML) for information represents and display.” An Applet class does not have
any main method. It is viewed using JVM. The JVM can use either a plug-in of
the Web Browser or a separate runtime environment to run an applet application.
JVM creates an instance of the applet class and invokes in it ( ) method to
initialize an Applet. Any applet in Java is a class that extends the Java applet.
Applet class.

The Life Cycle of An Applet : There are five methods that are called during the life
cycle of an applet. Most applets override there methods. They are : init (), start (
), stop (), paint () and destroy ( ). When we quit the applet viewer or the web
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browser itself, the destroy method () of the applet that is currently executed view
be called-
paint () - The paint () method is called by the applet viewer or the web browser
whenever the applet needs to be refreshed. Default version of the paint ( )
method does absolutely nothing. Therefore we should always override this

method in our applets. Apart form the paint ( ) method are also invoked
sometime during the life cycle of an applet.
The APPLET CLASS :-

Applet class provides all necessary support for applet execution, such as
initializing and destroying of applet. It also provide methods that load and
display images and methods that load and play audio clips.

“The java applet. Applet class extends java.lang.objectjava.awt.panel classes.
The hierar chy of inheritance is shown below.
Java.lang.object-----> java.awt.component-----> java.awt.conlainer----->
java.awt.panel----> java.applet.Applet. The java.awt.componenet class is an
important class that has many useful methods. Some of the important methods in
this class are listed below. Since the applet class extends this class, these
methods are made available by the applet class and many applets make use of
these methods. “While init ( ), start (), stop ( ), and destroy ( ) methods are
defined by the java.applet. Applet class. The paint method is inherited by the
Applet class from the component class, which is the superclass of the applet
class. As we may recall, every application has a main () method.
1. Init () : init is the first method to be called . This is where variable are
nitilized. This method is called only once during the run time of applet.

Init ( ) method is invoked by the browser when the applet begins
exceution.
2. Start () : This code is executed after the init ( ) method complets its execution
of an applet.
This method is also invoked by the web browser or the applet viewer to resume

the execution of an applet.
3. Stop ( ) method : The stop () method is called by the web browser or the

applet viewer to suspend the execution of an applet. When a user sw1tche§ over
from a web page that contains the applet to another web page, the execution of
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that web page will be suspended. The stop () method will be called by the app]et
viewer or the web browser whenever the execution of an applet is to pe

suspended.
4. destroy () : The destroy ( ) method is called by the applet viewer or the web

browser just before the execution of an applet is terminated. Destroy () method
is called when your applet needs to be removed completely from memory.

Development and Execution of a simple Applet :
a) writing the applet's code (.java file)
import java.awt*;
import java.applet.*;
public class welcome applet extends applet
public void paint (Graphics g )
g.drawstring (“Hello! Welcome to applets!”,65,30);
b) compiling the applet’s code (.class file will be ready after the compilation)

¢) writing the html code (.html file)
d) invoking the applet viewer utility from a command shell window.

(Applet viewer welcome applet.html)
b) compiling Applet's code in a command shell java ¢ welcome Applet.java

c) writing the HTML code.
The code for the welcome Applet.html file shall be keyed in, as shown below:

<htmlI>
<head>
</ head>
<body> -
<applet code= “welcome Applet class” width=400 height=200>
</ applet>
</ body>
</ html>
Many part of the above mentioned welcome Applet.html are optional. Only the
following entry is compulsory.
<applet code= “welcomeApplet.class” width= 400 height= 200>

An HTML file can very well have multiple applet's
d) Invoking the applet viewer from a command shell window.

85i4
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Applet viewer welcomeApplet.html

At this stage, a t§111p01'a1'y web page will be created and the output of the
welcome Applet will be displayed within it.

Attributes in APPLET tag :

CODE = Appletname.class — To specify the name of the class file that has been

obtained by compiling the applet program. This Attribute is compulsory.
Width = pixels

HEIGHT = pixels — To specify the width and height of the applet output frame.

This frame 1S part of the web page.

CODEBASE = codebase-url — If the applet resides in the same directory in
which the html file

be omitted.

resides. This entry may

ALT= alternate-text — This entry is optional. Certain web browsers are non java
enabled browsers. They cannot recognize and
execute the applet code.
NAME = applet-instance-name — This entry is optional. This entry specifies a
name of the applet.
ALIGN = alignment — This entry is optional. This entry specifies the alignment,
according to which the applet's output will appear. Possible values are TOP,
BOTTOM, LEFT, RIGHT, MIDDLE.
VSPACE = pixels — This entry is optional. This attributes is to be used only
when the ALIGN attributes takes Top or
BOTTOM as it's value.
HSPACE = pixels — This entry is optional.
Example of an Applet.

import java.applet.*;

import java.applet.”;
public class Myapplet extends Applet

int height, width;

public void init ()

height — get size ( ).height;

width — get size ( ).width;

set name (“My Applet”);
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public void paint (Graphics g)
a.drawRoundRect (10,30,120,2,3);
Java Applet is very secured. It can be executed by browsers running unde, man
platforms including linux, Windows, Mac Os etc. which has JVM running jp j g
Bibliography
I. Muthu, C. programming with JAV A chennai:vijay Nicole Imprints PVt Ltd,
2011.print.
2. www.google.com
3. Schildt, Herbert, Java 2 : The complete Reference : Fifth Edition
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HO IR & I UG T IRIemr Tt 2, 9T SO IKK R I
SIRTEOT Gegielt SFoATRAT SITeft 21 78 SR dgeedt fershrer sht < s¥renT wsfy 8, @
HIdeT SfrE, Bréelsh SRrewr, werd g, afhe yRrew e e,
AT e TIRTEIOT, hiE SRTEI0T, hISTT TfTeror 11 g o7 Siaqwia a2

1) AT / TehEETT U817 — Continuous Training:
TE FRTEOT § "iqed 8 rer feur smar R, 3w Yo ad R
ST, | & TiTeqor fearm Siar &)

g TIRTEOT 8 < ek | Rl o STaT §, 1) Samer us effeefit siav s gfive
HI 2) SITET U 3= el § Aacd / ThaenT Tiare)

wATaT T -4 e =1 ifveror s, eom, agenet s, Q% wifse
AT T 1 IR o foT0 o Tt R ST & SATRT w1 o F 60 T 80% 36 S
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foremfya:
m
ﬁwq&w,mﬁmmﬁﬂwmaﬁwq%mﬁmém
ol 3 STTET 30 H 60 TorTer s o w3
e U I T § e SR & S & o g aw s g5 @
950 R STl HTCTea SHRTETT BT, S0 & o 20 fifie s <6 et @) a7 =y
;ﬁam'ém‘S@T?d‘]T%l
2) WTEeTsh TIITRIUT - Fartlek Training:

HICoTeh I8 TS vieg ot 319} ® 7T & BT (Speed play) Taet
I § T TR HIcTagd Tl
BT 21 FEHTEHT, ST, HTghe TAHT & IER T T I § s6ed H Fehd ol
AT SHAT % ITTER 7T § SIS TR I ITH AT 36 9T SR & i g1 I8
RTEoT & TR SR SRR e 1 ek i 21 e e  off= 7 ot
e ST T STt & 37T R & wdregor grar 2
3) WEATaX UITeT0r — Interval Training:
%"%Wqﬁaq/wqém/%mﬁmest)wmww
TR TRTEoT SheaaT 8l T
@Ww%ﬁmgﬁzw%@mwﬁmﬁﬁam%l 39 WIS
W@%ﬁﬁﬁa‘wﬁqﬁm%m%wﬁmﬁ@m@@ma@wﬁ
mﬁmﬁﬁ%lﬁﬁwﬁﬁwwwwmﬁm%l

4) wfde afdterer - Circuit Training:
%ﬁmﬁaﬁﬁﬁwwwﬁmm%a@aﬁz

ﬁm%la%ﬁwqaﬁrﬁ

6F 1omﬁwww%|agqﬁwﬁ@wﬁzgﬂﬁﬁ%a@§w
IR GRERCASIEN

T o T ST ST 8 o1 IO & T, A,
FHEToT o6t R BT B
5) T TIT9TeTur — Weight Training:
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%Eﬂ?ﬁ'q:
“

T8 yRer & T W AT A 3 G R T TR AT SR
ST 81 7 wfivar # et
o & W ST ST &) 78 SR & SafEd ahe JRETT HTEhA T T F
TR 21 T T S S e % SE R fodT S &1 7 SR 3 9R o
T T e QT S ud AR A e e wtd siedl S| Fg g &
! AT, AT & TS T forehre 2ie <l 1 5 / TG o feTT 10 9 15
AT & o G & (1RM%?60@80%)W§EW<{|T%%QZO@3O HTeT %

AT I RN (1IRM % 40 T 60%)

6) TETITHTEeRT TT9T8TUT — Physical Training:
mﬁﬁwﬁmaﬁmq&mﬁwm% 39 fsTerer 4

S IPIEERCEE e e R
T ST 21 TR SRS 3 WreAT & F S Wbl Sk Wl 8 I

e TR § wh & i R 7 R ST 21 39 8 FEA U T T dhe R

FyeprE B ST 3 TR ST S WY T T ST Sgd q S g

g JRTE0T ¥ TE AT (WW)WW%IW@'&@WWWW%

ST 37 T2 3 ST T SR R 3 AT i hii-geh TiH T

ST Tl G % I S

7) ST TI9T&I0T — Cross Training:

MW#WW@%WWﬁ%ﬁWWﬁ@
TR B o L o foTg STerT-

T STF (SATAT) TS O S 3 GTYT TR fofalT 72T TelTs shict SHTaTH ShiRishd hl

1 f3Teqor FEd 3l
wreffeRen e, FIARIST, ST, WTghichT, dew / gged! & for
SUsHH, BaT. 9 9 TE S / gf¥rerr gk shiw ST shrefhe & sttt &

GohdT 2l
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TS B

TR AEEEt / Yeat ¥ 3T w1 FRieT qgRei & Ao & wrifes
@mwﬁm%mmmélwsﬁmﬁmwﬁﬁ@aﬁrw%m
SATET STIHTS STl

ok T 3 faferer srlifer e i ¥ forg Riftre e sk
T St 81 v SRy e ferre % fore frfire wftreror s / g w0
TR se =q fafire ftreror R/ afrema ¥ e v afrems Rt Rl
Wﬁ%@@@ﬁ%@ﬁ%@%&?ﬁ%%/ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁw
FHrishd iRTeror farfen

TTRITEh FgadT o fIT ST sht 312 UeT Heed 2, s # |iaed T at
e ITiier Ygadn q | S = e @ Hfi-efi i ggear w g S 8l

AT T H a8 HeT AR S o AT o8 Hf ST ST T 2
TEeh ToTq STUE & ST 2T, e, s/ Rftsfit 311 3 wream e J 2
T & T Aee Yaterd wred © S, AR i sare s o I8 s v sl
2 T o1w g ol 9 Feml &1 & weHaTe | & & sargT = ©@ € I =0
fhereeT B a7 e, died B a1 13 3R Afdsiiest afi 319 & fhe @ &
fog R Stra €) wwiifeR fhe w1 STkl $=l 1 & Hatel TRl s g 3T
ST $etee | o o1

T fheae SR gt BN 3T WY ST & §RT STt & S 2l
7 e ot ek Wecaqul Fee 31 IR fthe-ier oh wredh: - TTifeeh fihee o wmmr
Ie7a 1 frefead =2 21

1. &&% & geuTih
2. ST
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Evolutiop of .
Humap Rights; 4 Theoretjeq] Perspective

3 Dr Suman Singh *

(Human rights are a Product of a Philoge hical g, bate
S and the

within the European Societie ir co loniaf de
search for mor.al Standards of politicq ;

emporary soc{er: In othey Wordy
right or good is simply ypp,
me. This unease has Jeq
pulers over time and from

that ha raged for oye
Scendangy.

rtwo thousand years
T8anizatjgy, an

This argumeny has focused on
d behavioy, that is independent of the con-

- he notion that ywhar is
ng elite feels jg right or good at any given

10 a quegy or ¢ >
J [ mperatives they bind societies and their

Dlace 1 Place,)

Keywords: Human Righs, political philOSophy’ N

atural Rights, Social Contract, United Nations
Introduction
The concept of humap rights is the result of the long evolution of philosophical, political,
legal and social reflection, inseparably connected to the social-democratic traditions. The concepts
and ideas of profound thinkers of time, such 5 Aristotle, Cicero, Grotius, Montesquieu and
eminent jurists found theiy reflections in

many documentg With institutional character which
emphasized a wel] deliberate conception of hyman rights and libertics and much later the
opted on December 10th 1948 by the General Assembly

ertained for the first time in the history of mankind the
a political-

Universal Declaration of Human Rights ad
of the United Nations Organization asc

fuindamental human rights and liberties in legal document with universal character.

Human Rights are commonly understood as “inalienable fundamental rights” to which a

Person is inherently entitled simply because she or he is a human being. Human Rights are thus

neeived as unjversal and egalitarian. At the international level human rights have become 2
Movement,

Historica) Evolution of the Human Rights concept:

Humap Rights is a 20th century term for what had been traditionally known as “Natura]
Rights”
oth
l

Orin a more appealing phase, the “Rights of Man”. The notion of “Rights of Map and
’ i i en had a plg
¥ Stch concepts of human rights are as old as humanity. These rights of m place

eferred to by that time.
Most i, all the ancijent societies of the world, though they were not r

. i human rights is
The 1 ‘Hq Rights’® is comparatively of recent origin. But the idea of g
°'m ‘Human Rights’ is ly rooted in the historical past.
Sl . n Rights are deeply 1
o Sthe history of human civilization. Huma
Ihe Y

: ruggle of individuals against
‘histOry of mankind has been firmly associated with the strugg
in: ankind has
Mg
Sllc A s
% exDfmtation and disdain.

ced to the B
iohts can be traced 1o
e e f00ts of human rights can be trt
Co”"'a

byloninn laws. The Babylonian King
a

Pot v , S (N { ] ”I Us.
[tl( ad ) S( 19 ['“ ‘l .‘””l ([

‘ / [AS ] ¢ R(lﬂ'/l()’il’[h 1 .'/\ !

' } itic clenc y B

6l
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alled “Hammurabi’s Codes’, which contgjpg,
eC r

. is peopl . .
Hammurabi issued a set of laws to his peoP t them to be proved at trial. Greek ph'lOS‘Dphe
r

arges agains
advocated the natut
- . 1 be defined as ‘freed
rights cal ok ke

wages, protection of property and ch al law, natural rights and 1,
pher Cicero U.

Plato. Aristotle and Roman philoso

ictionary human
man rights. According to Cultural dictionary |
Governments .

jooests rights that have not been recognise
fet=) i

. asses larg
. ) The term encomp rgely the Same
arbitrary interference or restriction by
. - ften st
rights called civil rights or civil liberties but o

1 be credited to era of Renaissance Humanisy i, the
[4

: - . :
The origin of human rights also . .
ad been explained in the Magna Carta of 15

carly modern period. Prior to this habeas corpus h th England i
A.D. The European wars of religion and the civil wars of 177 century Eng SAVE Tise to the

. : central concern of E
philosophy of liberalism and belief in human rights became a uropean

inteflectual culture during 18th century ‘Age of Englightenment. '
the core of the American and French revolutions A.D.1776 & A.D.1789 respectively which paved

th
the way for the advent of universal suffrage. The World Wars of the 20" century led to the

The idea of human rights lay

Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

A declaration for religious tolerance on an egalitarian basis can be found in the ‘Edicts of
Ashoka’. which emphasise the importance of tolerance in public policy by the government. The
slaughter and capture of prisoners of war was also condemned by Ashoka. According to historian
John Esposito, Prophet Muhammad condemned female infanticide, exploitation of poor, usury,
murder, false contracts and theft. He also incorporated Arabic and Mosaic laws and customs of the

time into his divine revelations. The Constitution of Medina (Charter of Medina) established the

security of the community, freedom of religion, security of women.

The modern sense of human rights can be traced to Renaissance Europe and Protestant
Reformation. as also the disappearance of the feudal authoritarianism and religious conservatisi

that dominated the Middle Ages. According to Jack Donnelly, in the ancient world, “traditional

societies typically have had elaborate Systems of duties. . conceptions of justice political
legitimacy and hu ishi ,
g ) man flourishing that sought to realize human  dignity, flourishing or welr

being entirely i ights.”
ing entirely independent of human rights.” Thep Magna Carta (1215) was related to General

Charter of Rights. The statue of Kalisz (1264

) gave priyi : ity in the
Kingdom of Poland, In 1525, in Germ Privieges to - the Tewish minorty™

any, the Peag
in the German peasay
Rights
the Crown™ and the Scottish Claim o

ANtS put their “Twelve Articles’ i.e demand®
+Bill

towards the *Swabjan League’

Cs war. In Britain in 1683, the English

of Rig'llbl or Act DCCl‘ll'ill
aring the ‘ ibert;
and Lj Crties ol the SllbiCCl and settling the ‘SLICCGSSiO“Of
d

8ight cach myqq ille nentd

actions. gala range of oppressive govern!
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i S

Next traces of human rights 4, i
. Ehis are found in (pe revolutions of 1776 i lution)
41789 French Revolution leaq TG (meriean Beve *
an

ing to the adoptj
o adoption of the Uni i of
mdependence and the French Declaration of Righ United States Declaration

ts of Man and of the Citizen respectively both of

Jich esmblished certain legal rights, Additiom“y the Vi
dlily, the ||'gin]

\\‘|

Lded nto law a nuimbe a Declaration of Rights of 1776
ene

rof fun ontal civil o
damental civj) rights and civil freedoms

These were then foll vl
[hese owed by developments ip philosophy of human rights by philosophers i

homas Paine, J art M i
ach a8 Thomas e, John Stuart Mil| ang G.W.F Hegel during 18th and 19th centuries. The Wit

jerm human rights probably came into use sometime between Paine's ‘The Rights of Man® and il
" Garrison’ fitines in .
william Lloyd s 1831 writings in “The Liberator in which he stated that he was trying to

enlist his readers in ‘the great cause of human rights™. In the 19th century human rights became a

central concern over the issue of ‘slavery’. In Britain William Wilberforce worked towards it and il
the result was that Britain passed Slave Trade Act, 1807 and “Slavery Abolition Act 1833. In

america Northern States already abolished slavery and Southern states did it later.

In the 20th century we find many such human rights movements in one form or another
quch as labour unions and their rights for labour in North America. The Women’s rights
movements also were started in many countries. In India Mahatma Gandhi’s movement to free the il
natives and Dr.B.R.Ambedkar’s movement of liberation of Depressed Classes within Hindu
Community are also noteworthy so far as the Human Rights are concerned. The establishment of i
the “International Committee’ of the Red Cross the 1864 “Lieber Code’ and the first of the

‘Geneva Conventions’ in 1864 laid the foundations of ‘International Humanitarian Law.

The huge losses of human life and gross abuses of human rights that took place during
World Wars developed the modern human rights instruments. The League of Nations was

established in 1919 and its goals included disarmament, preventive war through collective

security, settling disputes between countries through negotiation and diplomacy and improving

global welfare. Enshrined in its Charter was 2 mandate to promote many of the rights later

ncluded in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. At the 1945 Yalta Con
ted Nations that now make up international

ference, the Allied

Powers agreed to create a new body ie Uni

humar,. . .
“manitarian law and international human rights law.

The most widely accepted human rights document in international relations is the

1 states that “recogniti
an family is the foundation of

Nivere . on of the inherent dignity and
Sal Declaration of Human Rights, whicl
of the hum

Uf[he
equal and inalien: i (all members S
d inalienable rights © ¢ born fee and equal in dignity and

ﬁe
Com 5 e " “ ans a
M, justice and peace in the world” and All humans ¢

' - i o hand in hand. and
"ghtg Th o human dignity and rights go he :
i ¢ declaration suggests that recognitio -

s dom, justice and peace n

€cognition js the foundation of fre¢
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quality that equifes a respect gy
It

ave a moral )
av e dignlty by virtue Of being huma
I,

ns h
1. all huma
e all humans hav

virtue of being human.

According to this ides

< .« means that sinc
human rights. In effect this means th

. 1s have by
human rights are those rights that humal

Philosophy of Human Rights

o hts attempts to examine the underlying basis of the o
an rights « ‘

The philosophy of the hum L. ‘On. .
P f its content and justification. Severa] theol‘etlcal

. . e ] (s at
cept of human rights and critically ooks the concept of human rights deve|,
approaches have been advanced to explain how and why : o

i is that they are a
One of the oldest Western philosophies on human rights is Y Product of

L . ical or religious

natural law, stemming from different phllosophlcal g et dovelosed b
C i duct de / a pr

human rights codify moral behaviour which is a human social pro ped By a process of

uman rights are also describeg as 3

grounds. Other thecries hold that

biological and social evolution (associated with Hume) H

sociological pattern of rule setting (as in the sociological theory of law and the work of Weber),
These approaches include the notion that individuals in a society accept rules from legitimag
authority in exchange for security and economic advantage (as in Rawls) — a social contract. The
two theories that dominate contemporary human rights discussion are the interest theory and the
will theory. Interest theory argues that the principal function of human rights is to protect and
promote certain essential human interests, while will theory attempts to establish the validity of

human rights based on the unique human capacity for freedom.
Theoretical Approaches

Natural rights

Natural law theories base human rights on a "natural” moral, religious or even biological

- Socrates and his philosophic heirs,
natural right. Of these, Aristotle is

e for this is due largely to the

Plato and Aristotle, posited the existence of natural justice or

often said to be the father of natural law, although evidenc
Tntef'PTC’tatlonS ofhis work by Thomas Aquinas. The development of this tradition of natura
Justice into one of natural law is usually attribyteq to the Stoics

N

.

atural law theories have featured greatly

in the phj ; uinas,
Francisco Sudrez, Philosophies of Thomas Aq

Richard Hooker, Thomas Hobbes

John Locke, Hugo Grotius, Samuel von Pufendorf, a“q

In the 17th century Thomas 1o

bbes foung
o | ed a congy
beginning from (he principle (f, .

s srienl
l actualist theory of legal positivi"
al man

in the State of
of constant w
¢ being no Property nop rig

at . : a
"commonwealth” (4 state) is in a siq( hature, which is to say withott
: d Slale .
: . ar one with . £ 11
life and possessiong (ther “0ne with the other and thus in fear of!

i 5
ht withoy 4 sovereign to define it). HOUY
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preservation. Natural law (which

' | g N0 law w;
nsidering humankind's naturg] ; Without 5 commonwealth) was discovered
g CO mterests; Where

Hobbes acCePIEd WaS @ misnomer, g

. as prev; . .

iohts WETE discovered by consideripg the nat Previous philosophers had said that natural
L . ° atural law g i e

g could prevail was for human beings to 4 - In Hobbes' opinion, the only way natural

gree to cregt
e ; € a commo itti
comma”d of a sovereign, whether an indiy; nwealth by submitting to the

dual or gp as .
. - . . sembl ivi :
ﬁmndflt'ons of the theory of a social — y of individuals. In this lay the

care for human affairs."

This is the famous argument etiamsi daremuys (non esse

Deum), that made natural law no
longer dependent on theology:.

John Locke incorporated natural law into many of his theories and
philosophy, especially in Two Trearises of Government. Locke turned Hobbes' prescription around,

saying that if the ruler went against natural Jaw and failed to protect "life, liberty, and property,"

people could justifiably overthrow the eXisting state and create a new one.

Social contract

The English philosopher Thomas Hobbes suggested the existence of a hypothetical social
contract where a group of free individuals agree for the sake of preservation to form institutions to
govern them. They give up their natural complete liberty in exchange for protection from the
Sovereign. This led to John Locke's theory that a failure of the government to secure rights is a
failure which justifies the removal of the government, and was mirrored in later postulation by

Jean-Jacques Rousseau in his "Du Contrat Social” (The Social Contract).
Reciprocity

The Golden Rule or the ethic of reciprocity states that one must do unto others as one
would be treated themselves; the principle being that reciprocal recognition and respect of rights

Sures that one's own rights will be protected. This principle can be found in all the world's major

religiong in only slightly differing forms, and was enshrined in the "Declaration Toward a Global

¥hie" by the Parliament of the World's Religions in 1993

Ot
her theories of human rights

¢ human rights arc justifiable on the grounds of their
at huma :

The philosopher John Finnis argucs th  human well-being. Interest theories

ingty . ditions fo
1 . o _ con
Mental value in creating the necessary 65
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highlight the duty to respect the rights of other individuals on grounds of self-interest. The

biological theory considers the comparative reproductive advantage of human social behavior

based on empathy and altruism in the context of natural selection.

Human security is an emerging school of thought which challenges the traditional, state

-based conception of security and argues that a people-focused approach to security is more

appropriate in the modern interdependent world and would be more effective in advancing the

security of individuals and societies across the globe.

Critiques of human rights

The idea of human rights is not without its critics. Jeremy Bentham, Edmund Burke, Friedrich

Nietzsche and Karl Marx are examples of historical philosophers who criticised the notion of
natural rights. Alasdair MacIntyre is a leading contemporary critic of human rights. The criticisms

are discussed below.

Edmund Burke on Natural Rights

Edmund Burke an 18th-century philosopher, political theorist and statesman is largely
associated with the school of conservatism. His views on natural rights are best articulated in
Reflections on the Revolution in France, which directly attacked the Declaration of the Rights of

Man and the Citizen (1789) and its authors.

A great deal of Burke’s uneasiness of the Declaration lies in the drafter’s abandonment of
the existing establishment. For Burke, constitutional legitimacy was derived not from the
Rousseauian doctrine of general will, but from a form of inherited wisdom. He thought that it was

arrogant and limiting for the drafters of the Declaration to cast aside traditional notions that had

stood the test of time.

Burke did not deny the existence of natural rights; rather he thought that the a priori
reasoning adopted by the drafters produced notions that were too abstract to have application
within the framework of society. In stating that “the pretended right of these theorists are all
extremes; and in a proportion as they are metaphysically true, they are morally and politically

false, Burke identified that abstract rights are meaningless without a societal framework

In contrast to Locke, Burke did not believe the purpose of government was to protect

pre-existing natural rights; he believed “the primitive rights of man undergo such a variety of
S [

refractions and reflections that it becomes absurd to talk of them as if they continued in the

simplicity of their original direction”. For Burke it was the government, as a result of long social

evolution, that transformed the meaningless nat i i
€SS nature [ - > practi Tt
g atural rights into the practical advantage afforded to

citizens. It was not the rights themselves, as much as the level of abstraction and the placing them
fe [e 5
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eremy Bentham on natural rights i

The i8th-century Utilitarian ph
e i Philosopher Jeremy Bentham criticised the Declaration of the
Rights of Man and the Citizen in hig ext Anarchicq

t of natural rights w Fallacies. He famously asserted that the
concep =

X3
as “nonsense upon stilts™,

_ Bentham criticised the Declaration both for
the language that it adopted and the theories it posite

d, stating; “Look to the letter, you find
nonsense; look beyond the letter, yoy fing nothing”

_ . . One of the crit iques Bentham levelled against
the Declaration was its assertions of rights in the form of absolute and universal norms. Of the

theoretical faults, Bentham thought that natural rights were a construction adopted to pursue the

selfish aims of the drafters, of which no logical basis could be found. He acknowledged that it may

be desirable to have rights, but “a reason for wishing that a certain right were established, is not
that right; want is not supply; hunger is not bread.”

To establish rights existed by virtue of laws enacted by a sovereign was logically sound,
but to assert rights established by nature was not. “A natural right is a son that never had a father.”

He also believed that their individualistic approach was harmful to society.
Marxist Critique of Human Rights

In On the Jewish Question, Karl Marx criticized Declaration of the Rights of Man and of
the Citizen as bourgeois ideology. For Marx, liberal rights and ideas of justice are premised on the
idea that each of us needs protection from other human beings. Therefore, liberal rights are rights
of Separation, designed to protect us from such perceived threats. Freedom on such a view, is

freedom from interference. What this view denies is the possibility, according to Marx, the fact

that req) freedom is to be found positively in our relations with other people. It is to be found in

ioti i i ncourages us to view each
Pumap community, not in isolation. So insisting on regime of rights € g
b

. n we may find in human
other i ways which undermine the possibillty of the real freedor y

“Mancipation.

nliberal attitudes towards the other are

. gy ied that:
Marxist critical theorist Slavoj Zizek argl

and an obsessive fear of harassment. In
H 2

’

tharag o, - herpess. openness to it N
Acterized both by respect for otherness, p { intrusive, insofar as it is not really the

g is ho

Shorg . . e its presenc
e Other is welcomed insofar 22 P My duty to be tolerant

towards the other
0t v ite.
her, TOlerance thus coincides with its oppos
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political domination.”
Alasdair MacIntyre on Human Rights

o t of human rights i
Alasdair Maclntyre a Scottish philosopher criticises the concep g After

Firtiee and he famously asserts that “there are no such rights, and belle.f m.tht":m = OHe “.“th belief
in witches and in unicorns.” MaclIntyre argues that every attempt at justifying the | existence of
human rights has failed. The assertions by 18" century philosophers that natural rights are se|f
-evident truths. he argues. are necessarily false as there are no such things as self-evident truths,
He says that the plea 20th century philosophers made to intuition show a flaw in philosophica]
reasoning. Maclntyre then outlines that, although Dworkin is not wrong in asserting that the
inability to demonstrate a statement does not necessitate its falsity, the same argument can - be

applied in relation to witches and unicorns.

Maclntyre made this critique of human rights in the context of a wider argument about the

failure of the Enlightenment to produce a coherent moral system. Maclntyre argues, the

as the sovereign authority to dictate what is right and wrong.
However allegiances to historical notions of morality remained and

enlightenment placed the individual

philosophers sought to find a
secular and rational justification for existing

theological morality

findings of the rival notions.

Macintyre believes that a nump

er of the mora| ¢
: ebates
explained as a resyjy of this failure that occur

of the “Enlight
resul enment Project
of a moral beljcf founded in previoys v -
grounded in ralionalily. To illustrage
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right to |j 57 ; i
ght to life are, on their own, conside right to liberty and the
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eneration ahead: on told humanity what its me
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climb any wall, defy any force

(iahts has always and everywhere been the Strugel The struggle for universal human
) gle ag

ainst all forms of tyranny and injustice

ot slavery, against colonialj .
agains Y, ag nialism, against apartheid. |t is nothing less and nothing different
nothing Irreren

. Young friends all ove
wday DT o r the world, You are the ones who must realize these rights, now and
N ime. Their fate a is i ’
for all tir i nd future is in your hands. Human rights are your rights. Seize them

f . Prom )
e the“? o (.)te them. Understand them and insist on them. Nourish and enrich them. They
are the best in us. Give them life”.
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Using Computers in Language Teaching

w. Dr. Subhash Chander Meepg *

Computers have made a triumphal entry into education in the p ?St .decade, and
only a dyed-in- the wool Luddite would deny that they have brought significant be.ne-
fits to teachers and students alike. However, an uncritical use of comp}lters can be Just
as disadvantageous to students as a refusal to have anything to do with them. In this
article I discuss some of the ways that computers can be used in English 'IE.lnguage
teaching, with a view to helping colleagues make the most of the Qpporrumtles t}}ey
offer to ESL students. It is helpful to think of the computer as having the following
main roles in the language classroom:

e Teacher : - the computer teaches students new language
o Tester: - the computer tests students on language already learned
* Tool: - the computer assists students to do certain tasks

* Data source: - the computer provides students with the information
they need to perform a particular task

e Communication facilitator: - the computer allows students to com-
municate with others in different locations

Computer as teacher :

In the early days of computers and programmed learning, some students sat at a
terminal for extended periods following an individualized learning program. Although
we have come a long way from the rather najve thought, held by some at that time,
that the computer could eventually come to replace the teacher, there has been a return
to a much more sophisticated kind of computerized teaching using multimedia CD
ROMS. In such programs, students can listen to dialogues or watch video clips. They
can click on pictures to call up the names of the objects they see. They can speak into
the microphone and immediately hear a recording of what they have said. The pro-
gram can keep a record of their progress, e.g. the vocabulary learned, and offer reme-
dial help if necessary. Many of these CD ROM programs are offered as complete lan-
guage courses. They require students to spend hours on theijr own in front of the com-
puter screen, usually attached to a microphone headset. For this reason alone I prefer
not to use them in my language teachi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>